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CC Connections

Something new is coming to Corpus 
Christi starting July 1: a monthly day of 
Eucharistic Adoration.

The idea was brought up at the May 
parish council meeting and met with 
approval from Fr. Ryan, who said he 
believes any move in the direction of 
greater devotion to the Eucharist would 
be a plus for the parish. 

But, if this special day is going to 
work, we’ll need the help of many 
volunteers who love the Lord and his 
presence in the Eucharist, and are 
willing to commit to spending an hour a 
month in his presence.

Eucharistic adoration works like this. 
The Blessed sacrament will be exposed 

in the monstrance on the altar, hopefully 
7am-4pm. While people may come at 
any time to pray, there must always be at 
least two people in the church at the 
same time. For that, volunteers will be 
asked to sign up for a time slot that 
works for them, committing themselves 
to that hour each month.

That means that the number of hours 
the Eucharist is on the altar will depend 
on the number of people who sign up. 

Some parishes have perpetual adoration 
that lasts 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Others offer Eucharistic adoration 
once a month, or once or twice a week. 
We’ve decided to start slowly, with just 
one day a month, and build from there.

Parishes with Eucharistic adoration 
see amazing benefits. Fr. Robert 
Goedert, O.P., in an article for the Real 
Presence: Eucharistic, Education and 
Adoration Association, talked about 
some of those benefits.

“I've learned of the great benefits from 
the people who participate what it's done 
for themselves and their families,” he 
said. “I've learned from pastors, too, 
about the growth of spirit and spiritual 
life in their parishes. They've told me 
about the increase in attendance at Mass 
on Sundays and weekdays, stronger 
marriages and happier families, and 
about the increase in vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life. One pastor 
told me that since his parish began 
perpetual Eucharistic adoration, his 
Sunday and weekday Mass attendance 
has doubled and the Sunday collection 
has tripled!”

Isabel Puig, who coordinates 
Eucharistic Adoration in a town near 
Barcelona, Spain, said the change 
happens slowly but surely, for the 
presence of the Lord works marvels. 

“We have seen people change their 
lives radically based on that hour of 
adoration,” Isabel confessed.

“Adorers find greater peace and 
serenity to face life, and the wounds of 
their hearts find healing by going to see 

Jesus. If the adorers are doing better, all 
of their surroundings are affected. You 
notice it at home, in families. When 
people have their priorities straight, this 
has an immediate effect on their friends, 
and we are better able to help those 
around us, even into our 
neighborhoods.”

"Why Eucharistic Adoration"? Fr. 
Goedert asked. “Why should you spend 
time visiting with Jesus in the Eucharist? 
Simply because Jesus himself, your best 
friend, invites you. He said it so warmly, 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened. Come to me and I will refresh 
you.’ Who could refuse such an 
invitation from your very best friend?

“One of the best aspects of 
Eucharistic adoration is this: how you 
spend your time with Jesus is entirely up 
to you. You can pray your Rosary, you 
can read your Bible, or you can do some 
other spiritual reading. But I always say: 
remember, you are there to visit with 
your friend, Jesus. Talk with Him; tell 
him your problems, your needs or your 
concerns. Tell him about your joys, too. 
Chances are he doesn't hear about those 
very often!”

At this point, the Eucharistic day will 
be the first Thursday of each month. If 
you’re interested, call Leslie Cross at 
902-493-2814. You may also be 
contacted by one of those people 
working on this project. Please pray 
about it, and say yes!

Coming soon to Corpus Christi
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Parish Council Notes
Volunteerism.  By definition it means “a form of pro-social 

behavior that involves a freely chosen decision to commit a 
sustained amount of time and effort to helping another person, 
group or cause, typically through a non-profit organization.”  

A strong, vibrant parish relies on a large healthy corps of 
volunteers.  In order for Corpus Christi Church to become a vibrant 
parish, we need that large group of volunteers for all of its 

ministries 
and 
committees.  
What is God 
calling you to 
volunteer 
for?  Ask 
God how you 
can serve in 

our parish and then quietly listen to His reply.  Is God calling you to 
be an extraordinary minister?  Is He calling you to be an usher?  
Will you sign up when we again need volunteers for kitchen help or 
clean-up?  

Volunteering is fun!  You get to meet and know your fellow 
parishioners.  Some of my fondest memories of Corpus Christi 
events are doing dishes in the kitchen!  It is truly rewarding.  There 
is a strong feeling of camaraderie.  As for the ministries in church, 
what a better way to know the Lord than to serve Him. 

Remember--many hands make light work!  If you are interested in 
being more active in our parish, but not quite sure how, please feel 
free to contact the parish office for a list of opportunities, 
743-4716.  

May God bless each of you! 
--Missy Marchant

Parish council president

Our parish council recently welcomed Missy Marchant as 
its new president. Although her history here means most 
people probably know her, we asked her to introduce herself 
so everyone can know who runs the meetings. This was her 
response: 

I am a nurse manager at HSHS-St. Mary's Hospital in Green 
Bay.  I oversee 4 nursing units--One Day Services (we care for 
patients before and after outpatient surgery, infusions and 
outpatient heart procedures), Post-Anesthesia Care Unit 
(Recovery Room), Pre-Surgical Evaluation (we call patients to 
prepare them for surgery and procedures) and the Observation 
Unit (we care for patients who stay overnight for surgery).  
This June marks my 30th anniversary with the Hospital Sisters 
Health System.  I started there as a Nursing Assistant while I 
was in nursing school.    

Corpus Christi has always been my home.  I was baptized 
here, attended Corpus Christi school, and was married here.  
With the exception of a few years when I was first married, I 
have always been a member of Corpus Christi.  When I walk 
in the doors, it truly feels like home.  

I have been married to my husband Kevin for 27 years and 
we have 3 grown children: Matthew, Natalie and Brandon.  

All of our children attended St. John Bosco school.  Our 
daughter Natalie is currently a teacher at St. John Bosco.   

There are so many things I like about being Catholic--we 
have so many rich traditions; but what I like best about being 
Catholic is the privilege we have to receive our Savior in the 
Eucharist.  He is there giving me the strength I need to bring 
Christ to others--my family, my patients, my colleagues and 
my community.  

My hope for our parish in this next year is that we can get 
back to a sense of normal 
so that our Corpus 
Christi family feels 
comfortable coming back 
to church, that we can 
nourish one other 
through our parish family 
and that all parishioners 
and visitors feel Christ's 
love when they are at 
Corpus Christi. 

Meet our new president



3

• The parish council has been discussing a raffle as a parish 
fundraiser, but it will work differently 
than the old 50/50 raffles. As of press time, 
it was expected that tickets sold will be 
limited to 1,500, $10 each or a book of 3 
for $25. First prize: $1,000, 2nd prize: 
$500 and third through seventh prizes: 
$100. Volunteers may be needed to help sell tickets, so please 
consider being a willing helper! Watch the bulletin for updates 
on this project.

• Two new air-conditioning units have been replaced in the 
church, and it is expected that more will be later.

   • As of Memorial Day, some of the ropes have 
been removed toward the back of the church to 
make room for summer visitors. Masks are still 
encouraged. See page 3 for more church seating 
details.

• Although nothing is certain, Fr. Ryan doesn’t expect that the 
Mass obligation will be reinstated until at least September, 
possibly later. Until it is, the Mass on video will continue to be 
made available. Taping is done at the 4:30pm Saturday Mass.

• Once St. John Bosco School is out for the 
summer, Wednesday public Masses will resume. 
Watch the bulletin to see exactly when. Wednesday 
Masses may continue when SJB resumes in the 
fall. The Wednesday Masses are attended by the 
SJB students. 

• The gates to the Fr. Birdsall Prayer & Reflection Garden 
have been opened, and the seasonal items returned. Stop by 
during the day for a few quiet moments of prayer--and don’t 
forget your cameras because as things begin to bloom, it’s a 
beautiful sight.

   Are you willing to sit in a different seat at Mass? 
   With more of our parishioners now returning to worship in person, and ropes still in 
place, Masses are starting to fill up. Summer visitors are arriving, and they’re looking for 
places to sit, too. Fr. Ryan recently announced steps to open up seating space. 
   To start, because so many people have been vaccinated, ropes will be removed from a 
portion of the pews in the back of church. Visitors and parishioners who feel comfortable 
can sit there; if not, they can 
choose a seat where the ropes 
still remain.
   Many of the travelers who join 
us are families, and they need the 
larger pews. It was suggested at a 

parish council meeting, and Fr. Ryan announced during Mass, that couples 
or single people from the parish are encouraged to sit in one of the smaller 
pews along the side aisle, thus opening up the larger pews for families who 
need them. You might meet some new parishioners, or enjoy the “view” 
from a different angle! And it’s a way to practice charity toward others.

Sharing our pews with others

What’s new?

Can you spare a Hail Mary?
Just a reminder about the Coming Home Basket over by 

Mary’s altar. It contains the names of people who have fallen 
away from the church, and 
whose families and friends have 
requested our prayers for their 
return. How about promising 

yourself to pray a Hail Mary every 
day for their intentions? It’s a 

way of sharing God’s love 
without their even knowing it.
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A new baby had just been baptized, and after Mass, a 
parishioner approached the parents.

“I have a suggestion, if you don’t mind,” she said, after 
offering congratulations.

“You’ve just been given a baptismal 
candle for your little one. Don’t just put it in 
a drawer. Every year, on the anniversary of 
this day, get it out, make a special meal, 
maybe provide a little gift, light the candle, 
and tell the story of his baptism.”

The new parents liked the idea, and 
hopefully recognized it as a teachable 
moment between them and their child. What 
kid doesn’t like a party? And what kid 
doesn’t like to be the center of attention? 
The side effect, of course, is an opportunity to nurture the faith 
in a fun way.

What about your own family? It doesn’t matter whether you’re 
just starting out, or have a list of grandchildren on your roster. 
It’s never too late to celebrate the liturgy--for yourself, for your 
children, or for their children.

Start by taking a good look at that church calendar you bring 
home every year. Many of the days have saints listed. (Here’s a 
web site with a more complete listing: https://
www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar) Google 
their name and find out what’s special about them. Share what 
you learn. If you have a saint’s name, find out the day of his/her 
feast. Find out whose feast day coincides with the day of your 
birth, and your baptism. Build up a little circle of connections 
among these holy people of God, and get them on your team to 
pray for yourself and your family.

Now do the same for your kids or grandkids. Imagine, 
Grandma, your grandkids’ delighted 
surprise if you show up at their door 
with some little present and a “happy 
name day!” greeting. Invite them to 

attend Mass with 
you on that 
special day, if 
there’s one 
available in the 
area. 
Mom and Dad, 
your kids expect birthday parties. What 
would they think of baptismal day parties? 
Nameday parties? Teach them to make their 
patrons their heroes. Show them that 

“church” is about more than homilies they don’t understand, and 
“grownup stuff” they merely endure. Show them the Church is 
about celebration--of Jesus’ life, the life of his saints, and their 
own lives. Make it fun!

And if you’re looking for a saint’s name for an expected baby, 
try here: https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-
saints-guys-girls/

Connecting
with

the liturgy

Teaching kids reasons to celebrate

Over the past few years, we’ve been running a series 
explaining various parts of a Catholic church. Due to space 
limitations, it’s been a while since we visited the series. This 
month we return.

Ambry for Holy Oils

Each church stores holy oils for use in various ceremonies. 
New oils are blessed annually during Holy Week by the bishop 
at the chrism Mass and then distributed to parishes. The oils are: 
the oil of the catechumens, the oil of the sick and the chrism. 
They are kept locked in an ambry, a French word meaning wall 
safe or cupboard. Our Catechism says, “The sacred chrism 
(myron), used in anointings as the sacramental sign of the seal 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit, is traditionally reserved and 
venerated in a secure place in the sanctuary. The oil of 
catechumens and the oil of the sick may also be placed 
there” (CCC, No. 1183).

At Corpus Christi, the ambry is visible only as a small brass 
door in the wall near the window of the cry room, and is no 
longer used because it is quite small. Our oils are stored in the 
sacristy. 

Recently, Fr. Ryan began discussion with the parish council 
about purchasing a new ambry mounted on the wall, with the 
oils in cruets and visible through glass doors so that 
parishioners can see them. An example of that can be found at 
St. Joseph Church.

The location of the new ambry hasn’t been decided, but it will 
be something to look forward to. 

Did you know...?

Congratulations to the 2021 graduates of St.  John 
Bosco School! They are (left to right, back row) 
Sebastian Louis Fogarty, Ashton Jack Deuchert, Jack 
Michael Konop, Sergio Hernandez, (front) Merrill 
Esther Kelsey, Julia Zofia Michalski and Hailey 
Marcella DuBois.We pray your future is bright, and 
your faith stays strong.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/
https://lifeteen.com/blog/biggest-best-list-confirmation-saints-guys-girls/
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q: Why was it better to use the word "consubstantial" in the Creed when most people don't know what it means?

A: It’s better to use the word “consubstantial” because it conveys more of the meaning from the original language.  
Also, consubstantial is actually not a very difficult word to understand.  The prefix 'con' means with.  Then, 
'substantial' means substance - so "with the substance".  The Father and the Son are of the same substance.  
Furthermore, even if most people don't know what something means doesn't necessarily mean we should change it.  
Take it as a learning opportunity! If you inquire about what you may not understand, you can be led deeper into the 
richness and beauty of our faith.  In our Catholic faith, never is something done arbitrarily when it comes to the 
words we use or different elements of the liturgy.  So delve in and be amazed. :-)

(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. Elgin, 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC CameraConnections

The aroma of Corpus Christi’s 
iconic chicken was overwhelming 
when these photos were taken. 
That explains the line of cars every 
time a chicken dinner is held. A 
peek behind the scenes showed 
volunteers bagging chicken, 
pouring gravy, carrying coolers of 
meals to the front lines and 
meeting the cars,  one at a time,  to 
take orders. Due to donors, the 
May 2 event was more profitable 
than earlier dinners, earning $2,200 
for the parish. A big thanks to 
them, to the volunteers, and to all 
those who showed up to buy 
meals!

mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
mailto:fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
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